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o Send NOW for your FREE
Heathkit Cata log.

Send to:
Heath Company, Dept. 020-682
Benton Harbor, Michigan 49022

Featuring superior quality electronic prod
ucts in kit and assembledform. Innovative
home products, test instruments, self
study electronics courses. Challenging
and educational kits for first-time as well
as seasoned builders. Quality ready-to
use electronic products for homeowners,
sports enthusiasts and professionals.
All from HeathCompany, a leader in the
changing electronics market.
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Our New and Highly Effective Advanced-Place
ment Program for experienced Electronic Tech
nicians grants credit for previous Schooling and
Professional Experience, and can greatly re
duce the time required to complete Program and
reach graduation. No residence schooling re
quired for qualified Electronic Technicians.
Through this Special Program you can pull all of
the loose ends of your electronics background
together and earn your B.S.E.E. Degree. Up
grade your status and pay to the Engineering
Level. Advance Rapidly ! Many finish in 12
months or less. Students and graduates in all 50
States and throughout the World. Established
Over 40 Years ! Write for free Descriptive lit
erature.

EARN YOUR \,.,V
E ~B.S.E. . \

DEGREE
THROUGH HOME STUDY

capac i t ive gro u nd e nviro n me nt
can b e crea te d b y m ountin g
grounde d sheet metal on stand
offs immediate ly ad jacent to the
circuit board . Better yet, a ground
pl ane can be des igned into the ci r
cu it board , to be co nnected to the
case and to th e utility ground, o r
not, as th e design er cho oses.

The seco nd p robl em with the ar
t icl e is that yo u have edited out
alm ost all of the ci rcuit descrip
tion , and mu ch of w hat remain s is
co nfusing. Of co urse, I can pu zzle
out most of the ci rcu it for mysel f,
and Exar can provid e a data shee t
fo r th e XR2206, but I have co me to
ex pect bett er from Radio-Elec
tronics. I realize it was a lon g art i
cl e ; I w ish yo u had opte d to spread
it-out-over two-issues.- - - - - - I
DAVID MARS HA LL
EI Cerri to , CA
The project , with the gro unding
shown, worked fin e. We saw no
reeson to change the aut hor 's de
sign.- Edito r

CALIBRATION CORRECTIONS
Th e articl e "A l l Abou t Cal ib ra

tion ," in th e Jun e 1988 issue of
Radio-Electronics, co ntains a slight
e rro r. In di scu ssin g th e in terna
tional standard for length, th e au
thor states that the meter has now
be en red efin ed as " a ce rta i n
number of wavelengt hs of an o r
ange-red line of light irradia ted by
atoms of krypton w ." That was, in
deed , th e fo rmer definition-the
ex act numb e r of w av el en gth s
be in g 1,650,763.73. That value , to
gethe r w it h the definit io n of the
seco nd as the t ime for the elec
tromagn eti c radiation fro m a ra
di oactive-cesium clock to m ak e
9,192,631,770 vib rat ions, later led
to a measured valu e for the speed
of li gh t in a vacuum (c) eq ual to
299,792,458 meters pe r seco nd .

The measur em ent of c had be
co me so precise that in Octobe r
1983, the General Co nference o n
Wei ght s and M easu res decid ed to
red ef ine the meter as the len gth of
t he path t raveled by ligh t in vac
uum d uri ng a t im e interval of one
299,792,458th of a seco nd.

In effect, then, t he meter is a
uni t der ived fro m this more funda
m en tal qu ant ity.
WM . H . LAMB, JR.
Eatonton , CA
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