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Fig. 1. Internal circuitry of Tigertronics' Model S -8 RS -232 switch. 

surface. Nonetheless, these are minor 
complaints. The device does its job well at 

a reasonable cost. Should you need to 
configure and switch more than two out- 
puts, there's a HackerSwitch 3 at $79.95 

that switches one device between three 
other devices. 

When I first saw the HackerSwitch 2 I 

was impressed with its simplicity and clev- 

erness. A good idea, easily accepted by a 
typical hardware- oriented computerist 
with no fear of soldering or wire -wrap- 
ping. Then I discovered the Tigertronics 
Model S -8 -the same idea, but imple- 
mented for the no- dirty -hands crowd. 

The Model S -8 RS232 Switch (Tiger - 

tronics, Inc., 2734 -C Johnson Drive, 
Ventura, CA 93006) is available as- 

sembled for $79.95 or in kit form (Model 
S -8K) for $59.95. (Add $3 S and H; and 
6% Sales Tax for California residents.) 

This design is completely enclosed in a 

solid, two -part 5 " x 5' /4 " x 2'/4 " tan 
plastic cabinet with four rubber feet. 

Two red LED's on the front panel, 
marked A and B, tell the user which 
switch position is active. These are driven 
from some clever internal circuitry (Fig. 
1) that lights the switched LED using the 
lower voltage of either pin #2 or #3. Addi- 
tionally, the in -out push switch has a large 
black cap, and its position in relation to 
the front panel is clearly shown with sym- 
bols for the A and B positions. 

The back panel clearly marks the three 
DB -25 female connectors as COM., A, 
and B. There is absolutely no confusion. 

Remove two screws from the bottom of 
the cabinet of the assembled unit and the 
top -half slips right off to reveal a square 
double -sided pc board held down with 
four screws. The switch is identical to the 
switch used on the HackerSwitch 2. Two 
diodes and a resistor are used with the two 

Tigertronics Model S -8. 

LED's. Twenty -seven yellow wires (nine 
for each of the three DB -25 connectors) 
are soldered to the pc board and inserted 
into the connectors. But there are no 
wire- terminal blocks! 

"Hmmmm ", you say, "I thought this 
was configurable ?" It is but without cut- 
ting traces or soldering. The connector 
wires can be removed and replaced with a 
special tool supplied with the Model S -8 

(or Model S -8K). 
Each wire has a special pin on its end. 

This pin, when inserted into any connec- 
tor socket from the back, locks into posi- 
tion, but can be removed with the extrac- 
tor tool. You place the extractor tool 
around the wire you wish to remove and 
press into the face of that pin with a paper 
clip while you pull on the extractor from 
the back. It takes very little practice to 
remove a pin from any connector posi- 
tion and insert it into another. Swapping 
pins #2 and #3, a common requirement, 
takes less than a minute. 

Pins #1 are connected together, and not 
switched. Pins It/7, signal ground, are all 

connected to the ground foil of the pc 
board, and are not switched. Pins #2, 3, 4, 

5, 6, 8, and 20, and the LED's, are 
switched. This unit is more sophisticated 
than the HackerSwitch model, but it is 

$20 more costly. 
You can save $20, however, by assem- 

bling the kit version. This essentially in- 
volves soldering the 24-pin switch, 2 

LED's, two diodes, one resistor, and 27 

wires to the pc board. You then use screws 
to mount the three connectors to the rear 
panel, insert the LED's into small holders 
on the front panel, screw down the pc 

board to the cabinet bottom, insert the 

(Continued on page 93) 

16 / MODERN ELECTRONICS / September 1985 




